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BlSOIl Range approval ]oacked

| Slerra Club backs plan "

for tribal management
“in water hill

i he Montana Sierra Club - ‘
| unequivocally supports the

“they have: deép cultiiraland -

Confederated Salish and " !

Kootenai Tribes’ rights to man- -

age and care for the National .
Bison Range, which sits fully
within their ancestral and trea-.
ty- reserved lands, and we sup- -

port the Montana Water Rights -

Protection Act, S. 3019, which
would provide for the transfer of

therange to federal trust owner—__‘
. _ 1gnored discounted and ex- -

ship for the tribes: . = 7
For several years the Sierra

Club and other environmental
sorganizatioris have supported
‘the tribes’ efforts to regain

the stolen’ land and the bison

hlstoncal connections to; biit

' today’s facial reckomng inthe

U.S.demands an even deeper

-assessment of the environmen-
tal movement and the origins
of what has hrstoncally beena

white-dominated field. We must

_work to reinvent what it means -
:to be a conservationist, in part
‘by prioritizing efforts that sup-

port the conservation and stew-
ardship vision of tribal nations
and front-line communities.
The lands taken for the Na-
tional Bison Range had human
inhabitants, people who lived
and breathed and loved there.

¥ People Who were forcrbly Te-
.moved from their lands, de-
“prived of traditional foods and
"the freedom to carry out their

own cultural practices of even

- speak their languages. As stated

in S.3019, the facts and history
regarding the tribes; the bison,
and the federal government’s
treatment of the reservation
land are exceptional circum-
stances that warrant action by
Congress. Restoring the land

to its original status under the
Hellgate Treaty is the right solu-
tion torthis unique situation.

For too long, our national nar-
ratives around land protection
and wildlife management have

cluded the presence, practices
and connections;of Indlgenous

* inhabitaits.

‘The lands of the National
Bison Range were treaty-re-

---servedlands that.were taken
-~ “without the tribes’ conserit in
“order to create the Bison Range.

When the lands were stolen
the tribes did not even receive
adequate compensation from

the government. The National

Bison Range thus presents the
ideal opportunity to practice an
approach to conservation that
aligns with the stewardship vi-
sion and rights of tribal nations,

where areturn of land is doable

andright. -
“While many of us hold dear

“to places like the National Bison

Range, we don't see their return
to the Tribes as a loss. Rather,

it is one step towards makrng
reparationsand making a place v
— and people — whole again.:
Moreover, the Montana Water
Rights Protection Act specifi-
cally protects public access to
the bison range and provides
that the return of the land does
not set a precedent for any other
transfer decisions, but will be
recognized as arestoration of
lands and wildlife under the -
care of the Flathead Indian Res-
ervation and the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes. We
look forward to seeing the lands
returned to the tribes, and to-
visiting the bison range some-. -

day soon to witness thetribes’ -

thoughtful, sklllful and holistic -
approach to managing the range

. forbison conservatlon and pub-

lic access.

Let’s work together as peo-
ple who care about
wildlife and promotlngsocml R
and racial Justrce to nght the
historic'— and present — injus-
tices imposed on tribal nations,

-including by supporting the

Montana Water Rights Protec-
tion Act and its provisionfor
returning the National Bison
Range lands to federal trust -
owneérship for the tribes.

This opinion is signed by Summer

_ Nelson, Sierra Club Montana

chapter director; Stacey Hellekson,
chapter chair; Len Broberg, chapter
vice chair; and Bonnie Rice, Sierra
Club Greater Yellowstone Northern ,
Rockies Campaign representative. 1




